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Presidentôs Column
By Fred Thole

Members:

I hope the Nebraska Chapter members have been participating in the 

many events available to them this spring; The 2009 Snow Conference, 

The Nebraska Chapter Spring Conference and the Annual Chapter Golf 

Outing.

The Chapter would like to thank Dan Cady for his work on the Spring 

Conference and Greg Goldman for his work on the Annual Golf Outing. 

Both had a larger attendance this year and were very successful! 

CHAPTER CHALLENGE 

The 2010 APWA National Snow Conference

The 2010 Snow Conference will be hosted by the Nebraska Chapter next 

spring.  Norm Nelson and Bob Stubbe are Co-Chairs for this event.  The 

Chapterôs NUMBER 1 CHALLENGE IS SPONSORSHIP!  Sponsorship is 

the engine that will drive our success. We need both event sponsors and 

cash sponsors.  If you have any potential sponsors please give their 

contact information to Joe Soucie.  Joe is the Chairman of the 

Sponsorship Committee.  He can be reached at 402.331.8927.

The second key issue we will face is people to work the conference. 

Staffing requirements will be in the neighborhood of 100 people. Fred 

Thole is the Chairman of this Committee.  He can be reached at 

402.444.4940.

Our next concern is staffing the Chapterôs Booth at the 2009 APWA 

Congress in Columbus, Ohio.  The Omaha Chamber of Commerce will set 

up the booth but will only have one person there.  If our members plan to 

attend the Congress and would like to help represent us at the booth for a 

couple of hours they should contact Shawn Ovenden at 402.399.4896.

I canôt emphasize enough the importance of this event to the Chapter 

and to APWA. This is our time to achieve---be a part of it.
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Presidentôs Letter (Continued)

The Nebraska Chapter is aligning our Technical Committee structure to mirror Nationals.  The 

following is the new structure:

NE Chapter APWA ïTechnical Committees

Emergency Management ïChair:

Engineering & Technology ïChair:

Facilities & Grounds ïChair:

Fleet Services ïChair:

Leadership & Management ïChair:

Solid Waste Management ïChair:     Mark Christiansen

Transportation ïChair:

Winter Maintenance ïChair: Fred Thole

Utility & Public Right-of-Way ïChair:

Water Resource Management ïChair:     Marc Rosso

We still have 7 more Chairs to fill.  If you would like to express an interest please contact me a 

402.444.4940/fthole@ci.omaha.ne.us.  

Congratulations to Larry Stevens for being nominated as the Region VI Director for a second 

term and our thanks to Al Shoemaker for serving on the Nominating Committee.

2009 is shaping up to be a busy year for Public Works across the state.  What better forum 

than APWA to network, learn and discusséBe INVOLVED; Bring a new member into the fold. 

Professionally,

Fred Thole
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Activities in Nebraska and Around the Country for 

American Public Works Week

Over the years, several APWA and Associated General Contractors of America (AGC) chapters have 

partnered to conduct National Public Works Week activities in local communities and/or in state 

capitals. Through our partnering agreement, APWA has worked with AGC at the national level on a 

number of initiatives, including joint sponsorship of National Public Works Week activities in 

Washington, DC.

National Public Works Week is May 17-23 and its theme is: Revitalize, Reinvest, Renew. On behalf of 

APWA-AGC Partnership Task Force Chair Richard Ridings and member Geoff Benway, we encourage 

you to contact the AGC chapter in your area to explore opportunities for partnering together on National 

Public Works Week Activities. A list of AGC Chapter Executive contacts is attached for your 

convenience.  A similar message has been delivered to AGC chapters and from AGC.  

National Public Works Week (NPWW) is a celebration of the tens of thousands of men and women 

throughout the nation who provide and maintain the infrastructure and services collectively known as 

public works.

Instituted as a public education campaign by APWA in 1960, National Public Works Week calls attention 

to the importance of public works in community life. The Week seeks to enhance the prestige of the 

often unsung heroes of our societyïthe professionals who serve the public good every day with quiet 

dedication.

For more information about National Public Works Week, including the National Public Works Week 

ñHow-Toò guide, a resource for developing and implementing individual celebrations, please visit:  

http://www.apwa.net/About/NPWW.  Sent by Jim Fahey

3rd Annual Nebraska Chapter APWA Golf Outing

This year, we had a record number of attendees at the golf outing, which was held at Ashland 

Country Club.  It started out a little chilly, but overall ended up being a nice day and no rain!  A ñBig 

Thank Youò goes out to Greg Goldman for putting together another successful golf outing!

Below is a list of winners in the 1st and 2nd flights.

1st Flight

1st place - Keith Alexander, Mark McPherson, Larry Stafford, Mike Romero (score of 75)

2nd place  - Mike Frasier, Doug Kindig, Joe Soucie, Tommy Hanchette (score of 60)

3rd place ïChris, Eggen, Myron Kaiser, Kevin Hilt, DJ Roshone (score of 60)

2nd Flight

1st place ïBob Briscoe, Scott Frolio, Darrell Parks, Mike Langerfield (score of 67)

2nd place ïBart Pugh, Randy McDonald, Ben Ricerri, Greg Goldman (score of 67)

3rd place ïNorm Nelson, Susan McCulloch, Mark Rath  (score of 67)
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National Public Works Week ïSigning of the Nebraska Chapter APWA 

Proclamation ïleft to right - Dan Freshman, Chris Cain, Greg Goldman, 

Gov. Heineman, Al Schoemaker and Fred Thole

National Public Works Week May 17-23, 2009 

To kickoff National Public Works Week (NPWW), some of the Nebraska 

Chapter  members (names and picture below) went to Lincoln on 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 for the signing of the proclamation ceremony at 

the Warner Chamber of the Nebraska State Capitol Building with Governor 

Dave Heineman.   
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APWA Updates

May 2009
Membership

ÅActual April month-end membership numbers will not be available until May 8thïmembership      

appears to be holding steady in the face of the declining economy and tough budget terms. It is 

estimated the final April count will be 29,321.

ÅThe 2009 First Time Member campaign has successfully recruited 727 new members. This 

membership campaign ends on June 30, 2009. With this campaign anyone who has not previously 

been a member can join APWA for $69 US/ $73 CN. 

National Committee Appointments

ÅPresident-elect Larry Koehle is in the process of making appointments for the year September 

2009 ïAugust 2010. Most of those appointments will be finalized by June. Once appointments are 

completed, chapter presidents and delegates will be advised of nominations received for their 

chapter members and appointments made from their chapter membership.

2009 Congress

ÅRegistration is now open for the 2009 Congress. Members can take advantage of the Early Bird 

registration and save $50 if they register by July 20. Registration fees for the 2009 Congress have 

not been increased over 2008 rates. Visit www.apwa.net/congress for more information and to 

register for the 2009 Congress ñLetôs Go Best Show.ò

2009 Snow Conference 

ÅThe 2009 North American Snow Conference was held April 26-29 in Des Moines. Final 

registration numbers will be available in early May. The conference was a great success and 

APWA extends its appreciation to the Iowa Chapter in serving as the host for the 2009 Snow 

Conference.  

Awards

ÅThe 2009 APWA Awards Program received 311 entries, not including entries from those 38 

chapters who are now eligible to submit for the PACE Award. This sets a new record, up from the 

282 submissions received in 2008. Submissions for the PACE Award are due by June 1, 2009. All 

entries for this award must be submitted electronically. Contact Rhonda Wilhite at 

rwilwhite@apwa.net or 800-848-2792, ext, 5261 with questions regarding the PACE Award.

Chapter Relations

ÅOutreach to promote careers in public works to K-12 students is the focus for the May 13 

Chapter Leaders Webinar. Chapter leaders are encouraged to participate in this webinar to learn 

more about available and soon-to-be available career awareness resources from APWA. 

To register for this free webinar, contact Rhonda Wilhite at rwilwhite@apwa.net or  

800-848-2792, ext. 5261. 
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Financial Reporting

ÅThe New IRS form 990- Return of Organizations Exempt from Income Tax was released on 

January 5, 2009 and is applicable for APWA's FY2009 return covering the reporting period: July 

1, 2008- June 30, 2009.

The new form will require each Treasurer or Chapter Administrator complete additional template 

schedules at both the chapter and branch levels. APWA hosted a series of webinars and 

presentations on this topic in recent months. If you need additional information or have questions, 

contact Teri Newhouse at 800-848-2792, ext. 5277 or tnewhouse@apwa.net.

Accreditation 

ÅOn-site Self Assessment Workshops are available to local agencies by contacting Ann Daniels 

at adaniels@apwa.net or 800-848-2792, ext. 5223.

ÅPresently there are 53 accredited agencies. Recently joining this list of agencies was the Town 

of Brighton, MI, population 7,500. Brighton is the smallest agency to be accredited.

ÅChapters interested in hosting a Self Assessment Workshop in conjunction with a chapter 

meeting are encouraged to contact Ann Daniels at  adaniels@apwa.net or 800-848-2792, ext. 

5223 to schedule a date. 

Certification 

ÅThe first exam for the Certified Stormwater Manager certification program will be administered 

May 16, 2009 in Dallas, Texas. Visit  www.apwa.net/certification for full details and eligibility 

information. The 2009 Exam Schedule for the Certified Stormwater Manager:

September 12, 2009 - Columbus, Ohio

In conjunction with APWA's International Congress & Exposition

Eligibility Application Deadline: July 17, 2009

Exam Application Deadline: August 17, 2009

Å2009 Exam Schedule for the Certified Public Infrastructure Inspector:

Open Computer Based Testing July 6-17, 2009

Exam Application Postmark Deadline: May 22, 2009

September 16, 2009 - Columbus, Ohio

In conjunction with APWA's International Congress & Exposition

Eligibility Application Postmark Deadline: July 17, 2009

Exam Application Postmark Deadline: August 17, 2009

Open Computer Based Testing November 9-20, 2009

Eligibility Application Postmark Deadline: August 26, 2009

Exam Application Postmark Deadline: September 25, 2009
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Open Computer Based Testing November 9-20, 2009

Eligibility Application Postmark Deadline: August 26, 2009

Exam Application Postmark Deadline: September 25, 2009

Å2009 Exam Schedule for the Certified Public Fleet Professional:

June 8, 2009, Denver, Colorado

In conjunction with Government Fleet Expo

Exam Application Deadline: May 8, 2009

Open Computer Based Testing July 6-17, 2009

Exam Application Postmark Deadline: May 22, 2009

September 16, 2009 - Columbus, Ohio

In conjunction with APWA's International Congress & Exposition

Eligibility Application Postmark Deadline: July 17, 2009

Exam Application Postmark Deadline: August 17, 2009

Open Computer Based Testing November 9-20, 2009

Eligibility Application Postmark Deadline: August 26, 2009

Exam Application Postmark Deadline: September 25, 2009

ÅAPWA has started Phase I: Feasibility Study for a new Public Works Official certification 

program. The Feasibility Study is expected to be completed by Fall 2009 at which time a decision 

will be made whether to proceed with development of this new program.

Contact Becky Stein at bstein@apwa.net or 800-848-2792, ext. 5212 for more information

Upcoming Educational Offerings

For all of the programs listed below, visit  www.apwa.net and click on ñEducationò for more 

information and to register. 

ÅAPWA will offer a Click, Listen and Learn program ñTraffic Mediation ïNeighborhood and 

Pedestrian Safety Programò on May 21.   

ÅThe Public Fleet Management Workshop will be held in Boston on May 5 ï7. 

ÅA three-part web-based training program ñPublic Infrastructure Inspector Study Guideò will be 

offered throughout May. 

Part I ïMay 6

Part II ïMay 13

Part III ïMay 20 
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Government Affairs

ÅThe APWA Public Works Policy Forum was held in Washington, DC April 21-22 following a 

meeting of the Government Affairs Committee.  Attendees included GAC members, several 

emerging leaders, chapter advocacy leaders, APWA SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization Task Force 

members and other member advocates.  Participants met for a day of advocacy training and 

interactive sessions to discuss public works issues with key Congressional staff. The second day 

started with a breakfast on the Hill, followed by about 65 individual meetings with Congressional 

Representatives to advocate APWA advocacy priorities.

Long Time Nebraska Chapter APWA Members

Celebrating Their Retirement!

Chapter member Merlin Lindahl officially retired from the City of Columbus, 

Nebraska on May 24, 2009. Merlin was with the City of Columbus since February 

1975. Merlin became a member of APWA on October 1, 1975 and currently holds 

the honor of "Life Time Member" with the association. Chapter Delegate Joe 

Soucie and Past-President Greg Goldman presented Merlin Lindahl a gift from the 

Chapter for 34 years of membership and dedicated service to the Nebraska 

Chapter. Merlin has held every executive position with Chapter including the 

Delegate position. Even in retirement Merlin is staying actively involved in Chapter 

events, as he volunteers his time assisting with the 2010 North American Snow 

Conference. The Nebraska Chapter wishes Merlin and his wife Sharon the best of 

luck in all their future endeavors.
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Long Time Nebraska Chapter APWA Members

Celebrating Their Retirements (cont.)!

100+ years of experience on one stage!!! 

Retired NE-APWA members Merlin Lindahl and Dennis Hilfiker presented a 

memento from the chapter to newly retired member Orville Davidson. A retirement 

party was held for Orville on May 31, 2009 at Chances ñRò restaurant in York. Orville 

started with the City of York on September 1, 1971 as the Public Works Director. He 

became a member of APWA March 1, 1972. Orville held every executive position 

with the chapter and was president in 1978. In addition, Orville was recognized as a 

ñTop 10ò Public Works Official by APWA National; a much deserved honor for a great 

public official. The chapter would like to thank Orville for 37+ years of membership 

and dedicated service and wish his wife Sharon and him the best of luck in all their 

future endeavors. 


